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Vicar of the St Ephrem Syriac Orthodox Church, Mosul, Iraq 

Beheaded in Iraq 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mosul: Fr. Paulos Eskandar, Vicar of St Ephrem Syriac Orthodox Church, Mosul Iraq 
was abducted on October 9th by an unknown Islamic militant group and his decapitated 
body was discovered later on October 11th in the eastern district of Mosul. The 
clergyman's relatives confirmed that his captors had demanded payment of US $350,000 
in ransom. The kidnapping was ostensibly in protest of Pope Benedict's remarks at 
Regensburg on September 12, 2006, about Islam. The parish was required to apologize 
for the Pope's remarks which they complied with. However, their pleas for the release of 
the priest were rejected. Father Eskander's decapitated body was found on Wednesday 
in Mosul's Muharaibin neighbourhood. His arms showed signs of torture. About 500 
people attended the funeral for Fr Eskander on Friday, October 13. 
 
Iraq's highest Sunni religious authority, the Ulema Council, called the priest's death "a 
cowardly murder". In a press release, they said that the Orthodox priest was well known 
for "his nationalist views and opposition to the occupation". "The Ulema Council," the 
statement said, "condemns this cowardly killing and will not forget those who are 
behind this crime, committed by people who want to deprive the country of every 
religious and national symbol that can hold Iraq together by trying to start a religious 
war between sons of the same nation". 
 
Meanwhile, Fr Adris Hanna, an Iraqi priest who fled to Sweden, published a letter 
describing what amounts to a full blown campaign of terror against Christians in Iraq. 
Based on accounts from Christians still living in the country, Fr Adris Hanna warns that 
“Christians are living a terrified life in Mosul and Baghdad. Several priests have been 
kidnapped, girls are being raped and murdered, and a couple of days ago a fourteen-
year-old boy was crucified in the Christian neighbourhood of Albasra.” 
 
Source: www.sor.cua.edu, Spero News 
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